
Child Labor
Through A Child’s Eyes

Subject: History/ Visual Arts/ Mindfulness/Geography
Grades: 6-8

Skills: 
• Primary source analysis
• Writing
• Interpretation
• Visual analysis
• Emotional awareness/mindfulness
• Inference

Materials: 
• Attached worksheet
• Pencil

Summary: 
Much of history is told through the eyes of adults. In the Unit on Child Labor, we share 
photographs by Lewis Hine who, as an adult, captured children going to or leaving 
from work. These photographs enabled him to document history as he saw it, as an 
adult. What makes Lewis Hine a little different from most adult historians was his 
ability to relate to child workers.  As a young man he, too, was forced to help sustain 
his family’s finances by going to work.  While he was not a child laborer, after his father 
died when he was 18, he took on the responsibilities of earning money for his family.  
He began working in a factory for 13 hours a day, 6 days a week. He earned $4 a week.

Using Hine’s images in the Unit, look at them for what they are: primary source 
materials that allow you to see first hand, the children working in the mills of Maine in 
the 1860s.

Discuss:
• What do you think these children are thinking or feeling?
• What do you imagine they might be dreaming about? 
• What job do you think they do inside the mill? Could you work a job in a mill?

Instructions:
Using the various worksheets, look at the images and write a caption for each. Imagine 
yourself as a historian with the opportunity to describe what the images mean. Now, 
write a caption for each image. The caption should be only one sentence and should 
capture what you feel the child represents, expresses, or may be feeling. Use the map 
to locate where all 8 images were taken.



Through a Child’s Eyes
Caption these images of child mill workers in Lewiston, Maine. 
They were all taken by photographer Lewis Hine, in between 1909 and 1911. 

Name: Date: 

 Lewiston, Maine  Lewiston, Maine

 Lewiston, Maine  Lewiston, Maine



Through a Child’s Eyes
These images are of child workers all across the United States. 
They were all taken by photographer Lewis Hine. Write a caption for each.

Name: Date: 

 Eastport, Maine Baltimore, Maryland

MacDonald, West Virginia Mobile, Alabama



 Lewiston, Maine  Lewiston, Maine

 Lewiston, Maine  Lewiston, Maine

A B

C D

Educator’s Key
Actual captions from Lewis Hine.

A: 6 P.M. April 23, 1909. A sweeper in the Hill Mfg. Co., 
Lewiston, Me. I saw him working inside. Location: 
Lewiston, Maine.

B: 6 P.M. April 23, 1909. Sweepers, etc., in Hill and 
Bates Mills. Lewiston, Me. Boy next to right hand end 
is Jo. Been in Hill Mill 2 years. Only one or two could 
speak English. Location: Lewiston, Maine.

C: Employees going to work in Bates Mfg. Co.  
Lewiston, Me. Location: Lewiston, Maine.

D: 6 P.M. April 23, 1909. A few of the young workers in 
Bates Mfg. Co., Lewiston, Me. Many more and younger. 
This mill is as bad as the average South Carolina mill in 
regard to child labor. Location: Lewiston, Maine.

 Eastport, Maine

A: Richard Mills, 8 years old, showing a severely cut 
finger. Is a cutter in Eastport, Me., canneries. Location: 
Eastport, Maine.

B: Laura Petty, a 6 year old berry picker on Jenkins 
farm, Rock Creek near Baltimore, Md. “I’m just  
beginnin’.” Picked two boxes yesterday. (2 cents a box). 
(See my report July 10, 1909.) July 8, 1909. Location: 
Baltimore, Maryland.

C: Tipple Boy, (see Photo 150) Turkey Knob Mine, Mac-
donald, W. Va. Witness E.N. Clopper. Location:  
MacDonald, West Virginia.

D: 7 year old Ferris. Tiny newsie who did not know 
enough to make change for investigator. There are still 
too many of these little ones in the larger cities. 
Location: Mobile, Alabama.

Baltimore, Maryland

MacDonald, West Virgina Mobile, Alabama

A B

C D



Through a Child’s Eyes
Use the map to locate where all 8 images were taken. (Mark with an X) 

Name: Date: 


